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ABSTRACT 



This invention pertains to certain hypercoiling polymers, and their use for 
the delivery of a payload into a living cell, e.g., into the nucleus of a living cell, 
which polymer incorporates, or is otherwise associated with, said payload. The 
payload may be, for example, a therapeutic payload, such as a drug, etc.; a 
diagnostic payload, such as a detectable label, such as a fluorophore, etc. In 
preferred embodiments, the hypercoiling polymers are biocompatible; 
biodegradable; comprise amide linkages; and/or are pseudo-proteins. The 
present invention also pertains to certain hypercoiling polymers; certain 
hypercoiling carrier polymers, which incorporate a payload; and certain 
hypercoiling carrier polymers, otherwise associated with a payload; which are 
suitable for use in such methods; and methods of diagnosis, treatment, imaging, 
etc., using such polymers. 



